


THE POLITICS

The United Nations 

There is currently no formal acknowledgement by the international community of animal 
welfare as an issue of importance. Neither the scientifi c fi ndings regarding sentience nor the 
links between animal welfare and human development have been recognised. 

Animal welfare is a key tool for devising strategies to achieve the Millennium Development 
Goals. With the offi cial support of the UN General Assembly, the UDAW would be an integral 
part of international efforts to tackle issues such as poverty, environmental sustainability and 
human health.

An agreement among people and nations to 
recognise that animals are sentient and can 
suffer, to respect their welfare needs and to 
end animal cruelty – for good.

UNIVERSAL DECLARATION 
ON ANIMAL WELFARE

Governments

The UDAW represents a benchmark for governments to aim for in implementing or improving 
their own standards of animal welfare. This in turn contributes towards national efforts to 
improve food safety, create more sustainable farming systems, and promote good animal 
welfare within their borders.

Veterinary Associations & Inter-Governmental Organisations

Veterinary associations and inter-governmental organisations are being offered the opportunity 
to play a key role in defi ning the future of animal welfare on a global level by supporting the 
progress of the UDAW. A growing number are stating their support, including the World 
Organisation for Animal Health (OIE).

The Universal 
Declaration on 
Animal Welfare 
will be the great 
catapult that 
will take each 
country to start 
the path through 
decency in the 
way they treat 
their animals.
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The role of Secretariat for this inter-governmental steering committee is currently fi lled by The World 
Society for the Protection of Animals (WSPA) and its key partners: American Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals; Humane Society International; Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 
and Compassion in World Farming.

To fi nd out more about the Universal Declaration 
on Animal Welfare and the issues introduced 
in this leafl et, or to sign a supportive statement on 
behalf of your organisation or government, please 
visit the UDAW website at: www.udaw.org 
or contact udaw@wspa-international.org

To fi nd out more about WSPA visit: 
www.wspa-international.org
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