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our responsibility. This is emphasised by the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) guidelines
for animal welfare which states: “the use of animals carries with it an ethical responsibility to ensure

the welfare of such animals to the greatest extent practicable™.

For people all over the world, animals play many vital roles in their lives. Nearly half the world’s
population is involved in agriculture, and livestock are important for food, for labour and for income.
Millions of people keep animals as companions and enjoy seeing wildlife, and these can help their
physical and psychological health. Animals matter to people.

6. Why should the UN consider animal welfare?

Many of the above points, emphasising the importance of animal care, are brought together by their
relevance to the UN Millennium Development Goals, as many of the goals will be helped by increased
attention to care of animals.

Reducing poverty, hunger and child mortality, improving maternal health and combating disease (goals
1, 4, 5 and 6) will all be assisted by improving nutrition, including by appropriate use of products from
healthy, productive livestock.

Ensuring environmental sustainability (goal 7) involves decisions on management of livestock and
wildlife, for example choosing more sustainable grazing systems rather than intensive housing.

® Developing partnerships for development (goal 8) will be promoted by trade of organic and high- ®
welfare animal products.

Promoting gender equality (goal 3) will be aided by recognising the roles and opportunities men and
women have in animal care, for example the fact that in developing countries women primarily care for
small livestock and use them for their family’s nutrition.

7. Which governments and inter-governmental organisations already support
the UDAW initiative?

The UDAW steering committee of Kenya, India, Costa Rica, Czech Republic and the Republic of the
Philippines lead a group of governments whose officials have stated support, which also includes the
UK, Australia, New Zealand, Tanzania, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland and Slovenia. This list will continue to
grow and this document will be updated accordingly.

The World Organisation for Animal Health(OIE), the Commonwealth Veterinary Association (CVA)
and the Federation of Veterinarians of Europe (FVE) have also officially stated their support for the
development of a UDAW.

Governments and other stakeholders will have the chance to discuss and support the UDAW at a

3. OIE International Animal Health Code — 2006; Part 3; Section 3.7; Chapter 3.7.1; Guiding Principle 7
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wide range of international and inter-governmental forums, at national, regional and international level.
All are encouraged to publicly state their support and encourage others to join them in taking the
UDAW forward for international adoption at the United Nations. Governments and stakeholders can
keep up to date by subscribing to our monthly eNewsletter (contact udaw@wspa-international.org).

8. How can a single Declaration properly embrace widely differing cultural values?

The UDAW focusses on established animal welfare science and establishing principles that emerge
from this. These principles can be applied universally. The UDAW wiill therefore serve as a global
benchmark which governments, animal welfare stakeholders and animal welfare organisations can
draw upon and apply in practice in within their own particular situation. The UDAW will not and should
not state positions on specific animal welfare issues.

9. Is there public support for the initiative?

In recent years awareness and support for animal welfare has been growing all over the world, in a
wide range of markets. This is complemented by the significant advances being made in animal
welfare from scientific, legislative and ethical perspectives. This includes the compelling evidence from
disaster areas where the call for animal consideration in disaster preparedness and response
® measures has grown massively in recent years. ®

The public face of the UDAW is represented by the Animals Matter To Me petition, which reached
1,000,000 signatures within 18 months of launching.

10. What is the WSPA?

The WSPA (The World Society for the Protection of Animals) is the world’s largest alliance of
animal welfare organisations, with a growing network of over 850 member societies in more than
150 countries. It has 13 offices and hundreds of thousands of supporters worldwide. With
consultative status within the United Nations and observer status at the Council of Europe, WSPA
is building a united global animal welfare movement to further our vision of a world where animal
welfare matters, and animal cruelty ends. WSPA and its key partners are acting as secretariat for
the group of steering committee governments championing the initiative in their respective regions
of the world. Key partners are the internationally recognised organisations American Society

for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA), Humane Society International (HSI), Royal
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (RSPCA), and Compassion in World Farming
(CIWF). The initiative also currently has the support of over 300 of WSPA's member societies. You
can contact the WSPA at udaw@wspa-international.org
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