








UNIVERSAL DECLARATION
ON ANIMAL WELFARE

abolition of debt bondage and serfdom. The sensitisation of the issues related to forced labour, as society knows and
combats it today, was made possible through those milestone texts adopted decades ago, whose compelling value
gradually became part of general conduct in most countries in the world.

In yet another area, the notion of international protection of refugees, now
extending to other categories of displaced persons, comes from a solid basis,
adopted by the international community in 1951 with the Convention relating
to the Status of Refugees (GA 1951; entry into force 1954) and the Protocol
relating to the Status of Refugees (GA 1966; entry into force 1967). National
legislation and practice around the world draws from those texts that are also
indispensable references in the dense debate about asylum and migration in
all parts of the world today, in Europe, America, Asia and Africa.

The objective of adopting a Universal Declaration on Animal Welfare has a
focus on encouraging and enabling the spread of national animal protection
legislation and initiatives. In the same manner as many of the texts referred to
above, the UDAW will carry a non-binding moral authority that will encourage
governments to respect the declaration’s principles when formulating
legislation, policies and monitoring practices concerning animals. The UDAW
will provide a benchmark for governments, non-governmental organisations
and other stakeholders in places where there is currently little or no recognition
of animal welfare. (O]

The UDAW should be presented in a non-partisan manner, allowing the international community to adopt a useful set
of universal values regarding animal welfare, compatible with what has gradually become an informal international
code of conduct, and that are adaptable within the cultural diversity of nations. To attain the point where a universal
declaration lies within the scope of reality, the issues related to animal welfare need to gain a critical mass of
understanding and acceptance in order to influence the international agenda. All relevant actors on the international
scene in areas related to animal welfare should therefore be encouraged to actively support the initiative. Through the
support of a wide range of stakeholders, it will be possible for a universal declaration to become an acceptable and
realistic proposition. When that goal is achieved, each stakeholder will be encouraged to adhere to the values and
principles enshrined in the UDAW.
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